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Telephone  Nos 
Clacton  25501* 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Clacton-on-Sea, 

Essex. 

COI5  ISE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Clacton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
state  of  Public  Health  in  the  Urban  District  of  Clacton  for 
1972,  which  includes  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

The  birth  rate  for  1972  remains  much  the  same  as  for 
the  previous  year,  at  14.7  per  thousand  population,  but  the 
death  rate  at  10.5  shows  a slight  decline  and  is  well  below 
the  figure  of  12.1  for  England  and  Ifales.  The  Registrar 
General's  estimation  of  the  population  shows  an  increase  of 
620  for  1972. 

Consideration  of  the  table  showing  causes  of  death 
indicates  the  commonest  factor  is  heart  disease,  as  hitherto, 
and  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  fatal 
cases  of  cancer,  wliich  includes  48  cases  of  lung  cancer. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  remains  much  the 
same  as  last  year,  the  commonest  condition  being  measles. 

There  were  no  deaths  or  notifications  of  tuberculosis. 

Attendances  at  the  County  Clinics  for  immunisation 
continues  at  a satisfactory  level,  but  smallpox  vaccinations 
are  now  carried  out  by  general  practitioners.  A table  appears 
elsewhere  in  the  report. 

During  the  holiday  season  the  First  Aid  Post  at  Jaywick 
dealt  with  847  cases  and  23  lost  children,  at  Qp.eensway  722, 
and  at  Pier  Gap  804  together  with  122  lost  children,  a total 
of  2,373  persons. 

The  water  supply  remains  satisfactory  as  hitherto.  The 
daily  consumption  has  increased  this  year  from  I.814  million 
gallons  to  1.900  million  gallons.  A detailed  account 
including  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  is  given 
elsewhere  in  the  report.  The  average  fluoride  content  remains 
at  1,0  to  1.5  parts  per  million. 

This  is  likely  to  be  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health  owing  to  the  abolition  of  this  post 
on  1st  April,  1974,  with  the  reorganization  of  the  National 
Health  Service.  On  that  date  the  appointment  of  the 
District  Comimmity  Physician  will  take  effect,  who  will  act  as 
Medical  Adviser  to  the  new  Local  Government  District  Authority. 
It  would  seem  appropriate  to  include  names  of  the  various 
Medica 
of  Dr, 


Cfficers  of  Health 
, W.  Cook: 

since  the 

first 

appointment  in  : 

from  August  I89I  to 

1919 

Dr. 

J.  W.  Cook 

1st  June,  192c 

1944 

Dr. 

W.  A.  Milne 

1945 

1949 

Dr. 

J,  Ramsbottom 

1950 

1954 

Dr. 

F.  Groarke 

1955 

196c 

Dr. 

R.  D.  Pearce 

1961 

1974 

Dr. 

R.  A.  Stenhouse 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  accord  my 
special  thanks  to  members  of  the  Council,  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  officers  of  the  Council  for  their  courtesy  and 
support  during  my  years  of  office  with  the  Clacton  Urban 
District  Council.  Mention  should  also  be  made  of  my 
secretary,  I.liss  Henagulph,  who  will  finally  retire  in  March 
1974 > for  her  devoted  service  over  25  years,  particularly  with 
regard  to  the  printing  of  the  Annual  Repoirts. 


I am. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  A.  STENHCUSE, 
Medical  Cfficer  of  Health. 
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ST7.TIGTICi~LL  IWOBimmu 


Urban  District  of 
Area  in  ui.cres 


Population: 

1971  Census  (Provisional) 

1972  Registrar  General’s  Estimate 
Density  of  Population  per  acre 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Total  live  births 
Birth  rate  crude  (per  1,000  home  population) 

Birth  rate  corrected 

Birth  rate  (England  and  Wales).,. 

Number  of  illegitimate  births  . , . 

Percentage  of  total  births 
Total  live  and  still  births 
Total  still  births  . . , 

Still  birth  rate  (per  1,000  total  births) 

Still  birth  rate  (England  and  Wales) 

Total  deaths  ... 

Death  rate  crude  (per  1,000  home  population) 

Death  rate  corrected 

Death  rate  (England  and  Wales)... 

Death  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

Infant  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales) 

Infant  mortality  ra,te  - legitimate 

Infant  mortality  rate  - illegitimate 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  of  age 

per  1,000  live  births) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  of 

age  per  1,000  live  births) 

Perinatn,!  mortality  rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 
week  of  ago  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
Death  from  diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  ago) 
lAatemal  deaths  . . . 

Maternal  mortality  rate 
Cancer  deaths 

Tuberculosis  deaths  ... 


Clacton 

6,807 


37,942 

38,500 

5.7 

£2,054,863 
£ 19,700 
16,900 
390 
10.1 

14.7 

14.8 
41 
11 
394 

4 

10 

12 

795 

20.6 

10.5 

12,1 

3 

8 

17 

3 

49 


13 


174 


LIVE  BIRTHS  DURING  1972 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

173 

176 

349 

Illegitimate 

21 

20 

41 

194 

196 

390 
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CAUSES  0?  DEATH  DURING  1972  (R.G.) 


Cancer 

Male 

105 

Female 

65 

Total 

170 

Leukaomia 

3 

1 

4 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

5 

2 

7 

Other  Endocrine  etc,  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Anaemias 

3 

6 

Mental  Disorders 

0 

— 

2 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

1 

1 

2 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system,  etc, 

, 2 

2 

4 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

4 

2 

6 

Hypertensive  Disease  . . , 

— 

2 

2 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

102 

99 

201 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

43 

36 

79 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

52 

82 

134 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

7 

19 

26 

Influenza 

4 

2 

6 

Pneumonia 

27 

31 

58 

Bronchitis  a-nd  Emphysema 

21 

5 

26 

Asthma  . . , 

1 

3 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

4 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

2 

3 

Appendicitis 

- 

1 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

— 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

2 

3 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

3 

3 

6 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Other  diseases,  genito-urina.ry  system 

2 

4 

6 

Diseases  of  skin,  subcutaneous  tissue 

— 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies 

2 

1 

3 

Synptons  and  ill-defined  conditions 

2 

8 

10 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

All  other  accidents  . . . 

2 

6 

8 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

3 

1 

4 

All  other  external  causes 

1 

- 

1 

. 

406 

389 

795 
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DSi^THS  AT  VilRIOUS  AGES  DURING  1972 


Under  1 year  3 

1 and  under  5 years  1 

5 and  under  I5  years  2 

15  and  under  25  years  4 

25  and  under  35  years  5 

35  and  under  45  years  4 

45  and  under  55  years  I7 

55  and  under  65  years  87 

65  and  under  75  years  248 

75  and  upwards  424 

Total:  795 


PREVMWICN  iJTD  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  END  OTHER  DISE/ISES 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Dysentery 

1 

Measles 

62 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

— 

— 

Y/hooping  Cough 

1 

- 

— 

Totals: 

70 

— 

- 

QUilDRILIN 

(DTPP) 

LIP/TET 

DIPHTHSRIii 

PERTUSSIS 


DjHvIUNISATION  IN  1972 


Year  of  Birth 


1969-1972 

1965-1968 

Others  under  age  I6 

1969-1972 

1965-1968 

Others  under  age  I6 

1969-1972 

1965-1968 

Others  under  age  I6 

1969-1972 

1965-1968 

Others  under  age  I6 


Primary 

Re-inf  orci; 

Course 

Injections 

272 

13 

5 

47 

1 

2 

6 

5 

5 

253 

3 

32 

7 


TETANUS 


POLIOJ/IYELITIS 

IffiASLES 

RUBELLA 


Primairy  Re-inforcing 


Year  of  Birth 

Course 

Inject 

1969-1972 

— 

— 

1965-1968 

— 

4 

Others  under  age 

16 

9 

159 

1969-1972 

298 

15 

1965-1968 

14 

310 

Others  under  age 

16 

5 

166 

1969-1972 

70 

- 

1965-1968 

23 

- 

Others  under  age 

16 

1 

— 

Others  under  age 

16 

238 

— 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


Primary  Re-vaccination 


Age:  0 - 5 

5-15 


7 

4 15 


TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  no  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified,  and  no 
deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 

Notifications  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  since  I968:- 


Year  New  Cases  Deaths 

1968  - 1 

1969  4 

1970  2 1 

1971  5 1 

1972 


The  following  figures  give  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  1972:- 

Respiratory  Male  67  Non- respiratory  Male  3 

Respiratory  Female  53  Non-respiratory  Female  15 


120  18 


Total: 


138 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  I948 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ( AMENDI-ilENT ) ACT.  1951 

Under  the  provisions  of  these  Acts  the  Council,  through 
its  Medical  Officer,  is  empowered  to  seek  the  removal  of 
necessitous  cases  to  a hospital  or  institution. 

No  action  was  required  during  1972. 

Two  persons  - Referred  to  Social  Services. 

FOOD  poisonutg  outbreaks 


Causative 

Agent 

General  Outbreaks 

Foods 

involved 

Number  of 

separate 

outbreaks 

Number  of  cases 
notified  or 
ascertained 

Nil 

— 

- 

- 

LABORATORY  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  WATER.  FOOD.  ETC. 


(a)  WATER 


Examination 

Source 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Bacteriological 

Tendring 

Hundred 

WateiTworks 

Company 

85 

4 

Bacteriological 

Private 

- 

- 

Although  more  samples  wore  taken  than  last  year  the 
number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  decreased.  One  of  the 
unsatisfactory  samples  was  from  a tap  over  a sink  in  food 
premises,  indicating  the  continuing  need  for  special  attention 
being  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  taps. 

Also  see  report,  page  13. 

(b)  SEA  WATER 

A programme  of  regular  sampling  of  sea  water  from 
various  points  along  the  coastline  ?/as  carried  out  during  the 
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year;  I4I  samples  being  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  None  of  these  showed  any  evidence  of  salmonella 
organisms. 

(c)  DITCH  17ATER 

Two  samples  of  ditch  water  v/ere  taken  during  an 
investigation  of  a polluted  ditch.  No  salmonella  organisms 
were  found. 


(d)  ICE  cmM 

Once  again  the  sampling  was  concentrated  on  the  types 
of  ice-c2?eam  where  the  risk  was  considered  to  be  greatest,  so 
that  the  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  is  fortunately 
not  representative  of  the  whole  of  the  ice-cream  industry. 
Nevertheless  it  is  no  credit  to  those  engaged  in  the  retailing 
of  ice-cream  that  a quarter  of  the  samples  were  officially 
regarded  as  unsatisfactory. 


(f) 


Samples 


Grade  s I 

11 


II 

6 


III  IV 

3 3 


mix 


Sterilised 

Pasteurised 

U.  H.T. 


OTHER  POODS 
Food 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

3 

34  2 

3 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Cream  cakes  5I 
Steak  and  kidney  pie  1 
Meat  pasty  1 
Lamb  2 
Gammon  1 
Cornish  pasty  1 
Pressed  beef  - 
Sausage  10 
Chicken  5 
Ox  tongue  2 
Beef  5 
Luncheon  meat  16 
Brawn  3 
Corned  beef  6 
Ham  and  egg  5 


1 

1 

1 

1 
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J’ood 


Haslet 

Ham 

Bacon 

Pork 

Cockles 

Shrimps 

Whelks 

Crab 

Salmon 

Turkey 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

4 

14  3 

8 
7 

3 2 

2 
2 
3 
3 
3 


(g)  FOOD  S/iMPLES  EXiJ.aUED  BY  PUBLIC  ANALYST 


1. 

2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 


9. 


10. 


Apricot  Harvest  Pie.  Mouldy. 

Brown  Bread.  Cigarette  in  loaf. 

Candy  Lollipop.  Contained  a safety  pin. 

Pre-v;rapped  Sliced  Loaf  of  Bread.  A blackish  mass 
was  embedded  in  a side  crust,  probably  a crane  fly. 

Portion  of  Sausage  Roll.  Contained  a blow  fly. 

Pork  SausaiSje.  Contained  a bmsh  bristle. 

Jar  of  Plum  Jam.  Earwig  in  jam. 

Hhum-Baba  Cake.  Steel  bolt  in  cake. 

Jar  of  Branston  Pickle.  Two  glass  fragments  in 
pickle. 

Pease  Pudding  and  Faggots.  Contained  a foreign  body 
(moth) . 


11.  Toasted  Bun.  Black  substance  embedded  in  base  was 
tobacco  and  charred  crust. 

12.  Chocolate  with  Maggot.  Found  to  be  larva  of  the 
Tried  Prune  Moth  Paralipsa  Gularis. 

The  Council  decided  to  prosecute  in  the  cases  of 
numbers  1 - 7»  and  send  warning  letters  in  the  cases  of 

numbers  8 - 12. 


Also,  warning  letters  v/cre  sent  to  traders  in  the  cases 
cases  of  numbers  13  - 23  (over- leaf). 

Numbers  24  - 34  were  either  referred  to  tra,ders; 

back  to  complainants,  or  adjoining  districts. 

No  action  was  deemed  necessary  in  other  cases. 
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13.  Steak  and  Kidney  Fie.  Mouldy. 

14 . Sliced  loaf  of  Bread . Mouldy . 

15.  Apricot  Harvest  Pie.  Mouldy. 

16.  Pork  Pie.  Mouldy. 

17.  Two  Apple  Pies.  Mouldy. 

18.  Bread  Rolls.  Mouldy. 

19-  "Gala”  pie.  Mouldy. 

20.  Wet  Walnuts.  Unfit. 

21.  Live  Maggot  in  Salad, 

2 2 . Bread  Loaf . Mouldy . 

23.  Milk  Bottle.  Broke  when  picked  up. 

24.  Steak  and  Kidney  Pie.  Black  Bristles  in  pie  found 
to  be  of  bovine  origin. 

25.  Sausage.  Alleged  to  contain  a red  pill. 

26.  Chicken  Piece.  Alleged  to  have  had  maggots  under 

wing. 

27.  Pork  Pie.  Mouldy. 

28.  Bread.  Mouldy. 

29.  Milk  Bottle.  Dirty. 

30.  Milk  Bottle.  Dirty. 

31.  Hot  Dog  Skinless  Sausages.  Contained  foreign  matter 
which  had  been  dislodged. 

32.  Pea  Soup.  Alleged  to  have  contained  a foreign  netal 
and  paper  object. 

33.  Loaf  of  Bread.  Contained  a blackish  substance  which 
appeared  to  be  grease. 

34*  Tin  of  Carrots.  Blown, 

35*  Tin  of  Grapefruit.  Inside  of  tin  shows  signs  of 
wear. 

36,  Take-away  Soup.  Sold  in  grapefruit  can. 

37*  Bramley  Apple  Tart.  Finger  nail  clipping  in  tart 

found  to  be  fragment  from  an  apple  core. 

38.  Fig  Roll  Biscuits.  Containing  blackish  mass  found 

to  be  charred  dough  containing  fragments  of  fruit 
tissue. 
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39.  Packet  oi  Margarine.  Alleged  mouse  dropping  inside 
but  accidentally  disposed  of. 

40.  Tin  of  Rhubarb.  Alleged  to  contain  foreign  body. 

41.  Milk.  Unpleasant  taste. 

42.  Cake.  Mouldy. 

43.  Bottled  Milk.  Unsatisfactoiy. 

44e  Fried  Pish.  Unfit  to  eat, 

45 0 Detergent  Smell  from  Pepper.  On  analysis,  no 

evidence  of  phenols  found. 

46.  Fish.  Tainted. 

47.  Crab  Meat.  Caused  diarrhoea. 

48.  Meat  Pie.  Alleged  to  have  caused  stomach  upset. 

49.  Half  a slice  of  Bread.  Alleged  to  contain  mouse 

droppings.  Proved  to  be  discoloured  dough. 

50.  Christmas  Cake.  Pieces  of  wood  alleged  to  have 

been  found  in  cake, 

(h)  FAECAL  SPECIMENS 

Positive  Negative 

1 

(j)  mCKHTS  CLEiltTSED  BOTTLES 

Type  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Milk  156 

SAITITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AHE/i 


WATER  SUPPLY 

695.361.000  gallons  were  supplied  during  1972  by  the 
Tendring  Hundred  Waterworks  Company  from  their  Dedham  Pumping 
Station,  with  some  assistance  from  the  Company’s  subsidiary 
sources  at  Lawford,  Great  Bentley,  Stratford  St,  Mary  and 
Higham. 

The  average  daily  consumption  is  1.900,000  gallons. 
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Quantity  used  for  domestic  purposes  492.895*000 

Average  daily  consumption  1.347*000 


Quantity  used  for  trade  purposes 
Average  daily  consumption 


202.466.000 

553.000 


5 >498  yards  of  new  main  were  laid  in  this  district 
during  the  year. 


The  supply  of  water  to  the  district  has  been 
satisfactorily  maintained  both  in  quality  and  in  quantity. 


Samples  of  rav7  water  are  taken  monthly;  these  are 
generally  for  chemical  analysis  only. 


Monthly  samples  at  each  station  are  taken  after 
aeration  and  chlorination  and  for  these  both  the  chemical  and 
bacteriological  results  are  given  in  the  analyses  below. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  samples  are  also  taken  at 
least  monthly  of  all  water  stored  in  the  Company’s  reservoirs, 
tariks  and  water  towers.  The  samples  are  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  only. 


The  average  fluoride  content  is  1,0  to  1.5  p.p.m. 


There  is  no  evidence  of  plumb o-sol vent  action. 

At  the  pumping  stations  where  continuous  chlorination 
is  carried  out,  a test  of  the  chlorine  residual  is  made  at 
least  once  per  shift  (i.e.  every  8 hours)  a residual  of  0.2  p. 
p.m.  of  chlorine  is  maintained.  If  the  chlorine  residual 
falls  below  this  figure  the  water  is  re-tested  and  if  still 
low,  the  chlorine  dose  is  raised  to  give  the  required  residual. 
This  happens  very  rarely. 


If  samples  taken  from  storage  show  high  bacterial 
counts,  then  a repeat  sample  is  taken  and  submitted  for 
presumptive  test,  the  results  of  which  are  known  within  48 
hours.  If  the  high  coiint  is  confirmed  the  storage  reservoir 
etc,  is  taken  out  of  service  while  the  contents  are  thoroughly 
sterilized  with  a fairly  high  dose  of  chlorine. 

17 » 675  premises  in  the  Urban  District  received  a 
supply  of  piped  v/ater. 

Parts  of  Jaywick  and  the  Caravan  Camps  are  supplied 
by  means  of  38O  standpipes. 

The  summer  population  is  approximately  80,000. 
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TEKDHING  PIUKDRED  WATEWOHKS  COI\CPANY 


DEDHAAI  WORKS  - WATER  MALYSES 
CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 


1972 


Ivlaximun 

Minimum 

Colour 

Nil 

Nil 

pH 

7.8 

7.5 

Electric  Conductivity 

900 

850 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

136 

116 

Hardness  Total 

300 

290 

Carbonate 

275 

235 

Non-Carbonate 

55 

15 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

0.0 

0.0 

Amnoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.40 

0.13 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.00 

0.00 

Metals  Iron 

0.28 

0.17 

Copper,  lead,  maganese 

absent 

absent 

Zinc 

0.06 

absent 

Badnium 

less  than  0.01  less 

than  0.01 

Turbidity 

1 

Nil 

Odour 

Nil 

Nil 

Eree  Carbon  Dioxide 

18 

9 

Total  Solids 

600 

545 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 

275 

235 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

less  than  0.01 

absent 

Pemanganete  value 

0.40 

0.00 

Residual  Chlorine 

0.20 

0.06 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 

1 day  2 days 

3 days 
at  20  C 

at  37  C at  37  C 

No.  of  Colonies  developing 

on  Agar.  iiinimun 

0 per  ml  0 per  ml 

0 per  ml 

Maximum 

0 per  ml  0 per  ml 

4 per  ml 

Present  Absent 

Probable 

in  from 

Number 

Presumptive  Coliaerogenes 

Reaction 

- ml  100  ml 

0 per  ml 

Bact.  coli  (type  l) 

- ml  100  ml 

0 per  ml 

Cl  welchii  Reaction 

- ml  100  ml 

0 per  ml 
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miudKS 


These  samples  are  practically  clear  and  bright  in 
appearance  and  have  a reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of 
neutrality  and  are  free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace 
of  iron.  The  water  is  hard  in  character  but  its  hardness  and 
its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution  are 
not  excessive.  It  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic 
quality  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure 
and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public  supply 
purposes. 

All  samples  were  analysed  by  the  Counties  Public 
Health  Laboratories, 


SilNITARY  /J)MNISTR/iTION 


The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  principal  work 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  1972:- 


Inspections  (Public  Health  and  Housing  ii.  ots)  6,933 
ether  inspections  2,059 
Informal  Notices  served  99 
Informal  Notices  complied  with  123 
Formal  Notices  served  28 
Formal  Notices  complied  with  6 


The  following  are  the  principal  improvements 
obtained:- 

HOUSES 


Defective  brickwork  ...  2 

Defective  roofs  ...  2 

Defective  plaster  of  walls  and  ceilings  2 

Defective  floors  ...  3 

-Other  defects  ...  18 


DHi'ilNAGE 


Stopped  drains  ...  60 

Defective  sink,  waste  pipe,  etc.  8 

CLOSETS 

Fittings  defective  ...  2 
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OTHER  NUISilNCES 


Other  outside  defects  ...  10 

DUSTBINS 

Defective  or  insufficient  18 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  2 

Want  of  washing  facilities  6 

Want  of  hot  water  ...  8 

Other  defects  ...  14 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  ilND  R/iILWAY  PREMISES 

Want  of  heating 

Want  of  lighting 

Want  of  washing  facilities 

Want  of  hot  water  . . , 

Absence  of  adequate  first  aid  equipment 
Want  of  thermometers 
Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

Want  of  ventilation 
Inadequate  sanitary  accommodation 
Abstracts  not  displayed 
Other  defects  . . , 

DRADTAGE  iiND  SE\^R/iGE 

A scheme  for  the  provision  of  foul  drainage  to  the 
northern  section  of  Jayw/ick  Lane  was  completed  during  1972. 

Works  started  on  schemes  for  providing  foul  sewers  to 
the  Rush  Green  Rcad/Jaywick  Lane  area  and  the  eastern  end  of 
St.  John’s  Road. 


ERxJDICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Number  of  infestations  . , . Nil 

VERlvIIN,  etc. 

Rooms  fumigated  ...  17 

Houses  fumigated  ...  5 

Wasps ' nests  destroyed  . . . Ill 


The  number  of  wasps ' nests  dealt  with  showed  a 
marginal  increase  over  last  year,  but  were  still  less  than 
half  those  notified  two  years  ago. 


6 

2 

9 

11 

13 

11 

2 

2 

2 

35 

28 
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Many  enquiries  are  received  in  the  department  for  help 
in  the  identification  of  insects,  and  advice  on  dealing  with 
them,  but  not  all  of  the  insects  can  be  truly  regarded  as 
pests.  In  cases  of  doubt  the  assistance  is  sought  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Pest  Control  Division,  at  Cambridge, 
and  the  ready  co-operation  received  is  greatly  appreciated. 


PREVENTION  OP  DAJi^AGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

Number  of  properties  in  District  19,160 

Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a result 
of  notification  ...  559 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  274 

(ii)  Mice  285 

Number  of  properties  inspected  for  reasons 
other  than  notification  ...  6 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  6 


The  sewers  received  treatments  during  the  year. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  I95I 

Premises  registered 

ANH/iAL  BOARDING  EST/iBLISHIffiNTS  ACT  I963 
Premises  registered  • . . 

RIDING  ESTABLISIH'/IENTS  ACT  I964  and  I97O 
Premises  registered 

DISEASE  OP  ANB/IALS  ACT  I95O 

The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Poods)  Order,  1957 
Operators  licensed 


6 

1 

2 

nil 


SHOPS  ACT  1950 

315  Inspections  were  made  and  the  requirements  of  the 
Act  were  explained  where  necessary. 

As  a result  of  the  requisite  ballots,  the  orders  were 
made  (i)  extending  the  general  closing  hours  (June  - September 
inclusive);  (ii)  suspending  the  obligation  to  have  an  early 
closing  day  (June  - September  inclusive);  and  (iii)  extending 
the  list  of  articles  which  may  be  sold  on  Sunday  (I8  Sundays). 

There  was  no  evidence  of  shopkeepers  taking  very  much 
advantage  of  the  order  extending  the  general  closing  hours, 
and  the  trend  of  results  of  the  ballot  regarding  Sunday 
Trading  suggests  that  the  requisite  majority  may  not  be  forth- 
coming in  the  near  future. 
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R/.G  FLOCK  AKD  OTHER  FILLING  LUTERIALS  ACT  I951 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Rag  Flock  within  the 
Urban  District. 

OFFEtTSIVE  TR/iDES,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  I936,  SECTION  10? 

1 registration  - Rag  and  Bone  Dealer. 

SCRAP  I®3TAL  DEALERS  ACT  I964 

Premises  registered  ...  6 

BATHING  POOLS 

Bathing  pools  are  provided  by  five  of  the  private 
companies  catering  for  holidays  and  other  pools  have  been 
provided  at  the  County  High  School  and  Ogilvie  School. 

(a)  Two  pools;  one  indoor  (l80,000  gallons)  and  one  out- 
door (260,000  gallons)  are  interconnected.  The  pools  are  fed 

by  the  town  mains,  and  the  main  purification  treatment  is  by 
chlorination.  Provision  is  made  for  heating  the  water. 

There  is  a complete  change  of  water  every  ten  hours. 

(b)  One  pool;  open-air,  fed  by  the  town  main  supply,  the 
purification  being  by . chlorination.  It  holds  60,000  gallons. 
When  necessary,  water  heating  is  by  gas. 

(c)  One  pool;  open-air,  fed  by  the  town  main  supply 
purification  is  by  chlorination.  It  holds  40,000  gallons. 

(d)  One  pool;  open-air,  fed  by  the  town  main  supply;  the 
purification  is  by  chlorination.  It  holds  45 » 000  gallons. 

(e)  One  pool;  indoor;  fed  by  the  town  main  supply;  the 
purification  by  chlorination.  It  holds  45 » 000  gallons. 

(f)  One  pool;  outdoor,  fed  by  the  the  town  main  supply; 
purification  by  chlorination.  It  holds  8,750  gallons. 

(g)  One  pool;  indoor,  fed  by  the  town  main  supply; 
purification  by  chlorination.  It  holds  6,000  gallons, 

24  samples  of  water  were  submitted  from  the  five 
bathing  pools  in  the  District  for  bacteriological  examination, 
21  were  satisfactory;  3 samples  unsatisfactory. 

24  Residual  Chlorine  Tests  were  carried  out:  21  v/ore 
satisfactory  and  3 unsatisfactory. 

CARAVAI'I  ;J1D  Ci'diilFIl'IG  SITES 

Twelve  Camping  Sites  and  One  Residential  Site  are 
licensed. 
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One  licence  was  issued  for  a tented  canp. 

21  Inspections  at  camps  and  individual  moveable 
dwellings. 

The  licences  are  for  33  residential  caravans,  2,981 
holiday  caravans,  358  chalets  and  49  tents. 

NOISE  iiJBATEMSI^T 

110  Inspections. 

Once  again  a good  deal  of  departmental  time  had  to  be 
given  to  dealing  with  urgent  noise  complaints,  and  all  such 
complaints  appear  to  be  urgent  to  these  who  are  aggrieved. 

Most  of  the  complaints  come  from  retired  people  who  have  moved 
to  Clacton  for  peace  and  quiet,  and  are  upset  virhen  they  find 
unwelcome  noise  from  sources  concerned  with  projecting  Clacton 
as  a lively  holiday  resort  and  an  expanding  industrial  area. 
The  job  of  reconciling  such  divergent  interests  is  clearly 
beyond  us,  but  we  do  strive  with  some  success  to  reduce  the 
cause  for  complaint. 

Little  happened  during  the  year  to  lessen  the  fears  of 
aircraft  noise  which  may  result  when  Maplin  Sands  are 
developed  for  use  as  the  Thii?d  London  Airport.  Unfortunately 
all  official  assurances  ai*e  now  treated  with  scepticism. 
Nevertheless  it  is  not  anticipated  that  people  in  Clacton  will 
suffer  from  aircraft  noise  to  the  extent  of  those  residents 
near  Heathroxv. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  atmospheric  pollution  station  is  situated  in  the 
Public  Health  Department  at  the  Town  Hall.  The  results 
obtained  from  the  apparatus  are  submitted  for  evaluation  to 
the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  at  Warren 
Spring  Labcratoiy,  Hertfordshire. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  IJm  PAILWAY  PEEiaSES  ACT,  I963 


(a)  Registration  and  General  Inspections: 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 

promises 

newly 

registered 
during  the 
year 

Total 
number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Number 

receiving 

one  or  more 

general 

inspections 

during  the 

yoa.r 

Offices 

4 

110 

10 

PcOtail  Shops 

37 

258 

146 

Wholesale  Shops 

Warehouses 

1 

11 

— 

Catering  Establishments 

open  to  public. 

canteens 

1 

50 

10 

Fuel  Storage  Depot 

— 

2 

- 

Totals: 

43 

431 

166 

(b)  336  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered 

prenises. 


(c)  i-nalysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises 
by  workplace. 


Class  of  Worknlace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

1,174 

Retail  Shops 

1,347 

Wholesale  depts,,  warehouses 

85 

Catering  establishments 

487 

Ca.nteens 

22 

Fuel  storage  depots 

18 

Total  3,133 

Total  Ifeles  1,343 

Total  Females  1,790 

(d)  Exemptions  Nil. 

(e)  Prosecutions  Nil. 


(f)  4 Inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52. 

1 other  staff  employed  for  most  of  the  tine  on  work 
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in  connection  with  the  Act, 


Accidents  reported  5 

Notices  of  defects  served  56 

Total  defects  l68 

Notices  abated  43 

Defects  abated  121 


With  the  solving  of  last  year’s  acute  staff  shortage 
it  proved  possible  to  give  more  time  to  this  Act  and  the  total 
number  of  general  inspections  more  than  doubled,  reaching  a 
satisfactory  level. 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 

RAIS’  I OF  THE  ACT 


1,  Inspections  for  purpose  of  provisions  a,s  to  health. 


Number 

Niunber  of 

Premises 

on  Reg- 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

ister 

tions 

Notices 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

...(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  bo  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

14 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (l)  in 

which  Section  7 is 

enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

127 

47 

<— 

(iii)  Other 

Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers' premises) 

7 

Totals: 

148 

47 

— 

- 
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Cases  in  which  defects  v/ore  found 


(If  defects  arc  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two, 
throe  or  more  separate  occa,sions  they  should  be  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  "cases".) 


Particulars 

(1)  .. 

Number  of 
defects 

cases  in  which 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Found 

(2)._ 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
..  (4). 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 
(5) 

which 
prosecu- 
tions wore 
instituted 
(6) 

Want  of 
Cleanliness 

2 

1 

(s.l.) 

Overcrowded 

(S.2.) 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

(S.3.) 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

(S.4.) 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

(S.6.) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(S.7.) 

(a) 

Insufficient 

2 

(t) 

Unsuitable 
or  defective 

2 

1 

(c) 

Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the 
het  (not 
including 
offences 
relating  to 
Outv/ork) 

1 

3 

Totals; 

5 

7 

- 

— 

- i 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


outwork:  (Section  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Nature 

Outv/orkers 

cases  of 

prosecutions 

instances 

of 

in  August 

default  in 

for  failure 

of  work  in 

work 

list 

sending 

to  supply 

unwholesome 

required 

lists  to 

lists 

premises 

(1) 

by  Section 
133  (l)(c) 
(2) 

the 

Council 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Wearing 

Apparel 

Making 

etc. 

8 

Totals: 

8 

- 

— 

— 

7 Inspections  at  Outworkers'  premises. 

HOUSING 


INSPECTION  i'JU)  SURVEY 

Number  of  houses  inspected  in  Clearance  nreas  - 

Brooklands  and  Grasslands  . . . 653 

Number  of  houses  other  than  in  Clearance 

Areas  inspected  for  housing  defects  under 

Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  ....  294 

Visits  in  Clearance  Areas  in  connection  v/ith 

survey  of  occupation  etc.  ...  291 

HOUSING  ACTS 

Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 


orders  were  made  ...  1 

Houses  demolished  ...  5 

Houses  demolished  (voluntarily)...  20 

Houses  previously  closed  now  demolished  nil 

Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 
orders  were  made  ...  1 

Houses  closed  . . . nil 

Closing  Order  determined  ...  1 

Houses  inspected  for  overcrowding  or  permitted 
numbers  ...  13 
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Licences  issued  in  connection  with  the  temporary 
use  of  houses  by  persons  in  excess  of  permitted 
number 

RENT  ACT,  1968 

Applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair 

REPAIRS 


nil 


Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  during  the  year  as  a 
result  of  HTPORT/IAL  NOTICES  under  the  Housing 
or  Public  Health  Acts  . . . 105 

Public  Health  Acts  - action  after  service  of  Formal  Notice 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied:- 

By  owners  ...  6 

By  Local  Authority  ... 

mu  HOUSES  /iND  FL/iTS  ERECTED  DURING  1972:- 


By  Private  Enterprise 
By  the  Coimcil 


278 

34 

312 


Total  dwellings  erected  or  converted 
since  1946  • • • 


8,279 


FOOD 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  premises  at 
which  food  for  human  consumption  is  sold  or  prepared  and  the 
number  of  visits  paid  to  them:- 


65  Cafes  and  Restaurants 
10  School  Canteens 
26  Butchers ’ Shops 
12  Fish  Friers 
7 Wet  Fish  Shops 
2 Frozen  Food  Shops 
21  Broad  and  Cake  Shops 
9 Bakehouses 
53  General  Grocers 
5 Supermarkets 
32  Greengrocers 
12  Hawkers 

2 Ice  Cream  lilanufacturers 


145 

13 

52 

14 
12 

8 

49 

36 

60 

30 

44 

14 

2 


25. 


217  Ice  Cream  Vendors  ...  52 

1 Ice  Cream  Storage  Premises"'  1 

110  Milkshops  ...  66 

5 Dairies  ...  15 


SERVICES  UNDER  THE  FOOD  iiND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


(a) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iil) 

(b) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Milk  Supplies  - Brucella  Abortus 

Number  of  samples  of  raw  milk  examined  nil 
Number  of  positive  samples  found  nil 
Action  taken  in  respect  of  positive  samples  nil 


The  Liquid  Egg  (Pa,steurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

Niimber  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the 
district  . . . nil 

Number  of  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted  to 
the  Alpha-Amlase  test  and  their  results  nil 

Comments  on  the  year’ s administration  of  these 
Regulations  . , . nil 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970 


Number  of  premises 
Number  of  premises 
Regulation  l8 
Number  of  premises 
applies 

Number  of  premises 
Regulation  21 


subject  to  these  Regulations 
fitted  to  comply  with 

• • • 

to  which  Regulation  21 

• • • 

fitted  to  comply  with 


376 

376 

253 

253 


Food  Hygiene  (iviarkets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 
Regulations,  I966. 


Number  of  Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles 
subject  to  these  Regulations. 

Delivery  Vehicles 

Wholesale  I58  _ -.Qt- 

Retail  4I  “ 

Stall  (stationary  and  mobile) 


Ice  cream  11 
Retail  shop  15 
Catering  3 
Fish  2 
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Inspections  of  Vehicles  28 

Inspections  of  Stalls  38 


26. 


(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 


Vehicles 


Defects  found  1 

Defects  abated  1 


Stalls 

Defects  found  3 

Defects  abated  3 


Poultry  Inspection 

Number  of  poultry  processing  within  the  district  1 
Number  of  visits  to  the  premises  25 

Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year 
year  ...  30,000 

One  slaughter  house  ceased  business  in  the 
previous  year 

Types  of  birds  processed  Broilers  and 

capons  etc. 

Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for 

human  consumption  ...  Less  than  ^/o 

Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for 

human  consumption  ...  Approx.  310  lbs. 

Comments  on  poultry  Unthrifty  birds  are  regularly 

processing  and  culled  and  so  do  not  go 

inspection  through  processing. 


REGISTRATION  OP  POOD  PRSPi^J^.ING  PREMISES 


The  number  of  premises  registered  pursuant  to 
Section  l6  of  the  Pood  and  Dirugs  Act  is  as  follows 

Sausage  Meat,  Pressed,  Pickled  and  Preserved 


Meat  ...  40 
Sale  of  Ice  Cream  . . . 217 
Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  ‘ 2 
Storage  of  Ice  Cream  1 


INSPECTION  OP  ME7.T  IiND  OTHER  POODS 

All  home-killed  meat  entering  the  district  is 
inspected  at  the  place  of  slaughter. 

The  following  list  gives  details  of  the  diseases  or 
unsound  meat  and  ether  foods  found  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
They  were  surrendered  voluntarily  find  destroyed  or  used  for 
animal  feeding. 

Unsound  food  dealt  with  by  the  Council  is  disposed  of 
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at  the  controlled  tip  in  the  adjoining  district. 


lbs, 

323  tins  of  Meat  612 

70  tins  of  Fish  41 

4,036  tins  of  liiruit  and  Vegetables  4,195 

Meat  2 , 067 

Fish  360 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  699 

Other  Foods  793 

Total:  3 tons.  I8  cwt,  31  lbs. 


mm  SUPPLY 

The  milk  supply  for  the  Urban  District  is  obtained 
from  three  Dairy  Companies  in  the  Area  and  one  Dairyman  whose 
premises  are  situated  in  the  Tendring  Rural  District. 

MILK  I3D  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGUL/.TIONS,  1959 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of 
Registrations  in  1972:- 

Dairies 

Distributors  of  Milk 
BiJ(EH0USSS 

There  are  nine  balcehcuses  in  the  Urban  District. 

None  of  then  is  an  underground  bakehouse, 

36  Inspections  were  made  during  the  year, 

LEGAL  PROCEEDBTGS 

A shop-keeper  was  prosecuted  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955>  Section  2.  A fine  of  £25.00  and  costs  of  £10.00 
were  imposed. 

A baker  (with  previous  convictions)  was  prosecuted 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 » Section  2.  A fine  of  £100 
and  costs  of  £10.00  were  imposed. 

XX  Supermarket  firm  was  prosecuted  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1955,  Section  2.  A fine  of  £25.00  and  costs  of 
^^5.00  were  imposed. 

A baker  was  prosecuted  for  two  offences  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 » Section  2.  The  Court  ii:posed  a fine 
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of  £25.00,  plus  £10.00  costs  in  each  case. 

A Manufacturing  firm  was  prosecuted  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  1955 » Section  2.  A fine  of  £30.00  and  costs  of 
£10,00  wore  imposed. 

A property  ovmor  \7as  prosecuted  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936,  Section  45*  A fine  of  £5.00  and  costs  of 
£3.00  were  imposed. 

Under  the  Shops  Act  1950  and  Section  35  of  the 
i-iagistrates  ’ Court  Act  1952,  two  market  traders  were  fined  £5. 
each  and  ordered  to  pay  £5.00  towards  costs. 


FOOD  iJTD  DRUGS  ACT.  1955 


Herewith  particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  above 
Act  in  the  Clacton  Urban  District  by  the  Weights  and  Measures 
Department  of  the  Essex  County  Council  during  1972:- 


Article  sampled 


Number  Number  found 
submitted  genuine  or 
to  satisfa,ctory 

Ana,lyst 


Number  found 
adulterated 
or  below 
standard 


Beverages  1 1 

Drinking  Chocolate  1 1 

Malted  Nightcap  Drink  1 1 

Cherries,  Glace  2 2 

Cream 

Fresh  Single  Cream  1 1 

Fresh  Double  Creara  1 1 

Coffee 

Instant  Coffee  1 1 

Dried  Fruit 

Apricots,  Dried  1 1 

Currants,  Cleaned  1 1 

Currants , washed  1 1 

Dates,  Sugar  Rolled 

Chopped  1 1 

Figs  1 1 

Mixed  Dried  Fruit  1 1 

Drugs 

Soluble  Aspirin  Tablets 

BP  1 1 

Benerva  Compound  Tablets  1 1 

Soluble  Compound  Codeine 

Tablets  BP  1 1 
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Number 

Number  found 

Number  found 

Article  sampled 

submitted 

genuine  or 

adulterated 

to 

satisfactory 

or  below 

Analyst 

standard 

Ferrous  Sulphate  Tablets 

BP  200  mg 

1 

1 

— 

Ferrous  Glucenate 

Tablets  BP  300  mg 

1 

1 

— 

Halibut  Oil  Capsules 

1 

1 

- 

Panadol  Tablets  500  mg 
Phenobarbitone  Tablets 

1 

1 

• 

BP  30  mg 

1 

1 

- 

Milk  of  Magnesia  Tablets 
Seconal  Sodium  Pulvules 

1 

1 

•• 

100  mg 

1 

1 

— 

Fruit  Pie 

Apple  Pie  containing 

black  object 

1 

1 Letter  ( 
Caution  sen 
to  Vendor. 

Ginger , Ground 

Jelly,  Table 

1 

1 

Jelly,  Blackcurrant 

Flavour 

1 

1 

— 

Jelly  Orange  Flavour 

2 

2 

— 

Jelly,  Lemon  Flavour 

1 

1 

- 

Meat 

Steals  and  Kidney  Pie 

1 

1 

— 

Milk 

Channel  Islands 

County  Establishment 

1 

1 

— 

mik 

9 

9 

— 

Farm  I/lilk 

2 

2 

•> 

Homogenised 

1 

1 

— 

Pasteurised  Mlk 

29 

29 

— 

School  Milk 

20 

20 

— 

Sterilised 

23 

23 

U.H.T. 

8 

8 

— 

Milk  Puddings,  (Canned) 

Creamed  Macaroni 

1 

1 

— 

Nuts 

Almonds,  Selected  Ground 

1 

1 

— 
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Article  Sanpled 


Number  Number  found  Number  found 
submitted  genuine  or  adulterated 
"to  satisfactory  or  belov/ 


iUialyst 


Coconut,  Desiccated  1 

Walnuts,  Shelled  1 

Peel,  Candied 

Cut  Mixed  Peel  2 

Potatoes 

Prepared  Peeled  1 

Preserves 

Apple  and  Raspberry  Jan  1 
Blackcurrant  Jam  1 

Lemon  Curd  2 

Orange  Marira,lade  1 

Plum  Jaj:i  1 

Ea-spberry  Jam  2 

Strawberry  Jam  1 

Soft  Drinks 

Orange  Drink  2 

Spirits 

Brandy  1 

Gin  2 

Vedka  1 

•^isky  3 

Tea 

Supreme  Blend  Tea  1 

Vegetables  (Canned) 

Cut  Beans  1 

Totals:  I5I 


1 

1 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 


1 

2 

1 

3 


1 


150 


standard 


PUBLIC  CLEiJTSING 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Ton  refuse  collection  vehicles  are  in  regular  use 
throughout  the  year  and  the  number  is  increased  to  eleven 
during  the  busy  holiday  season. 

As  forecast  in  last  year's  report,  the  amended  work- 
study  based  productivity  bonus  scheme  was  introduced  during 
the  year  and  so  far  it  has  proved  successful.  It  is  based  on 
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a reduction  in  man-power,  but  fortunately  this  was  achieved 
without  a,ny  compulsory  redimdancies. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  arrangements  continued  during  the  year  whereby 
the  town’s  refuse  is  delivered  to  the  Tcndring  Ibiral  District 
Council's  site  at  Martins  Farm,  St,  Osyth,  for  disposal  by 
means  of  controlled  tipping. 

No  progress  was  made  towards  the  acquisition  of  our 
own  disposal  site  and  as  the  Government’s  proposals  for  local 
govomnont  reorganization  (which  will  lead  to  the  formation  of 
a new  authority  embracing  both  Clacton  U.D.C.  and  Tendring  R, 

D,  C.)  are  due  to  take  place  in  April  1974»  it  seems  most 
unlikely  that  wo  sha,ll  be  able  to  acquire  a site  in  the 
remaining  life-time  of  this  Council. 

The  Essex  County  Council  ^^aste  Disposal  Panels 
continued  to  meet  during  the  year  and  good  progress  was  made 
in  surveying  the  land  resources  of  the  whole  county  with  refuse 
disposal  in  mind.  It  seems  certain  however  that  land  for 
refuse  disposal  will  be  oven  harder  to  obtain  tlmn  hitherto, 
and  land  that  is  acceptable  from  a planning  viewpoint  may  still 
prove  costly  to  develop  if  the  risk  of  pollution  to  existing 
water  supplies  is  to  be  avoided.  Hydrogeological  surveys 
carried  out  on  possible  refuse  disposa.1  sites  have  not  proved 
encouraging. 

Although  refuse  disposal  functions  are  most  likely  to 
pass  to  the  county  council,  it  seems  likely  that  the  nev7 
district  councils  nay  be  requested  to  continue  to  operate  the 
tipping  sites  cn  an  agency  basis  for  a year  or  two  after 
r c 0 rgani zat i on . 

Nationwide  concern  has  been  expressed  about  the 
indiscrir.iinate  disposal  of  toxic  wastes,  aid  this  too  has  been 
a subject  discussed  by  the  Waste  Disposal  Panels. 

On  a more  local  level,  it  is  interesting  to  record  the 
continued  use  of  the  Council’s  refuse  dump  provided  at  Rush 
Green  in  accordance  with  the  Civic  Aiaenities  Act.  At  week- 
ends in  particular,  queues  of  motorists  have  been  seen  waiting 
to  dump  garden  refuse,  household  furniture,  etc.  A lot  of  this 
kind  of  refuse  used  to  find  its  way  on  to  roadside  verges  and 
vacant  plots. 

GULLY  CLEAITSING 

The  gully  cleansing  and  cesspool  emptying  machine  was 
again  used  for  v/ork  in  an  adjoining  district  as  well  as  in 
Clacton. 
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In  our  own  district,  however,  labour  problems 
prevented  the  gully  cleansing  service  being  carried  out  at  the 
desired  frequency. 

It  is  pleasing  tc  report  that  the  extension  of  the 
sower  in  Jayv/ick  Lane  resulted  in  several  properties  being 
connected  tc  the  sower  and  a consequent  reduction  in  the 
number  of  cesspools.  The  abolition  of  cesspools  should 
continue  into  the  following  year  with  the  proposed  extension 
of  the  St.  John’s  Road  sewer. 

STREET  CLE.''iMSIRG 

The  bulk  of  the  work  of  street  cleansing  is  carried 
out  by  a Johnston  Vacum  Cleaning  Ivlachine,  a Harbilt  electric 
lorrj*-  and  four  pedestrian  controlled  Harbilt  electric  trucks. 
For  part  of  the  year  these  machines  are  supplemented  by  one 
individual  hand  truck  for  use  in  the  town  centre, 

IXiring  the  year,  work  study  was  completed  on  the 
street  cleansing  service  and  consideration  given  to  increasing 
the  sweeping  schedules  for  certain  parts  of  the  town. 

Little  now  can  be  said  about  the  allied  problems  of 
litter  and  the  fouling  of  footpaths  by  dogs.  Now  that  we  have 
a welfare  state  the  poor  may  not  be  always  with  us,  but  litter 
and  dog  excreta  a2?e. 

PUBLIC  C0N7EITIENCES 

There  are  twenty-four  public  conveniences  in  the 
district,  two  of  which  are  mobile  conveniences  used  during  the 
holiday  season  cn  the  sea  front  near  Queensway, 

Once  again  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  these  mobile 
conveniences  were  well-treated  by  the  public,  the  amount  of 
vandalism  being  appreciably  less  than  that  in  the  other 
permanent  conveniences.  No  firm  conclusion  can  be  drawn  to 
account  for  this,  but  it  is  just  possible  that  one  significant 
factor  is  that  no  charge  is  made  for  their  use. 

The  replacement  of  the  "temporary  conveniences"  built 
immediately  post-war  at  Lyndhurst  Road  and  Brighton  Roa,d  was 
again  deferred  for  financial  reasons. 

The  conversion  to  decimalisation  and  the  use  of  the 
lightweight  new  penny  again  resulted  in  excessive  trouble  with 
the  convenience  locks,  caused  mainly  by  the  coins  jamming. 

During  the  year  special  conveniences  for  the  disabled 
were  provided  at  High  Street,  Westcliff,  Old  Road  Ccir  Park, 
Holland  Haven  and  Meadow  Way  conveniences.  The  use  of 
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electronic  card-key  locks  wa,s  eventually  decided  on,  and  the 
special  keys  will  he  issued  on  loan  to  those  needing  to  use 
the  conveniences. 


HOUSING  IVI/HTAGEI'/lENT 


HOUSnJG  ACCOMODiiTION 

At  31st  December,  1972,  the  Cla.cton  Urban  District 
Council  owned  1,014  individual  houses,  bungalows  and  flats  and 
144  garages.  A further  58  bungalows  are  managed  by  the 
Council  on  behalf  of  the  Greater  L-;ndon  Council. 

Thirty-four  new  dwellings,  comprising  eight  two-bed- 
reoned  flats,  tvrelve  twe-bedrooned  houses  and  fourteen  three- 
bedroomed  houses  were  ccnpleted  and  made  available  for  letting 
during  the  year. 

LETTDTGS 

During  1972  62  housing  applicants  (including  one  'key 
worker' ) were  allocated  acconnedation  in  the  new  dwellings 
referred  to  above  and  in  other  properties  becoming  vacant  as  a 
result  of  death  or  relinquishment  of  tenancy.  Four  Greater 
London  Council  bungalows  becjine  available  for  letting  and  werc- 
let  by  the  GLC  Housing  Department, 

In  order  to  make  the  best  use  of  existing 
accomLicdation  a vigorous  policy  of  transfers  and  exchanges  was 
pursued  throughout  the  year  and  there  were  65  lettings  as  a 
result  of  transfers  of  tenancy  or  mutual  exchanges. 

As  a result  of  the  actions  referred  to  in  the  above 
paragra,phs  throe  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  in  Council 
houses  were  abated  during  the  year  and  theire  are  now  no  known 
cases  of  statutory  overcrov/ding  of  Council  property. 

WAITING  LIST  FOR  HOUSBIG  ACCOIffl.IODATION 

There  was  a sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  registered 
housing  applicants  during  the  year  from  549  on  January  1st, 
1972  to  717  on  January  1st,  1973  - s-  net  increase  cf  I98. 

There  were,  in  fact,  333  new  housing  applicants  registered 
during  the  year,  the  discrepancy  between  this  figure  and  the 
net  increase  being  accounted  for  by  applicants  rehoused  and 
cancelled  applications. 

A feature  of  the  housing  situation  throughout  1972 
was  the  large  number  of  application  under  threat  of  eviction, 
particularly  from  'tied'  or  furnished  accommoda-tion.  This 
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was  undoubtedly  the  result  of  the  very  substantial  rise  in 
house  prices  which  encouraged  nany  landlords  to  seek  ’vacant 
possession’  of  their  properties. 

RENT  COLLECTION 

The  building  programme  and  progression  towards  ’fair 
rents’  raised  the  total  gross  rental  debit  from  £4,690.1  on 
7th  January,  1972  to  £5,406.85  on  5th  January  (the  equivalent 
Monday),  1973. 

Other  factors  affecting  the  collection  of  rents 
during  the  year  were  the  extension  of  the  rent  rebate  scheme 
to  cover  all  Council  tenants  and  the  abandonment  of  the  two 
’rent  free  weeks’  during  each  year.  The  abaodonment  of  the 
latter  scheme,  which  applied  only  to  tenants  who  had  never 
been  in  arrear  with  their  rent  during  the  six  months  preceding 
the  ’rent  free  week’  removed  a strong  incentive  to  prompt 
payment  of  rent  and  resulted  in  many  tenants  allowing  them- 
selves to  get  one  week  in  arrear. 

Despite  this,  the  weekly  sum  of  rent  arrears  has 
reroained  fairly  steady  between  £1,000  and  £1,100,  including 
arrears  owed  by  former  tenants  and  sums  assured  by  the 
Depa,rtment  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

Two  tenants,  seriously  in  arrear  with  their  rent, 
were  given  notice  to  quit  and  taken  to  the  County  Court  for 
possession  during  the  year.  In  each  case  possession  orders 
were  granted  to  the  Council  but  their  effect  was  suspended  for 
as  long  as  the  tenant  paid  the  curirent  rent  plus  a sun 
determined  by  the  Court  (£2.00  in  one  case  and  £1.00  in  the 
other)  off  the  arrears  each  week  until  they  had  been  cleared. 

Both  tenants  have,  so  far,  complied  with  the  Court's  order. 

Both  cases  were  reported  in  the  local  press  and  have 
had  some  effect  in  encouraging  other  poor  payers  to  clear 
their  arrears. 
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